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James Sellars
Seven Essays on Liberty

Seven Essays on Liberty was composed using an algorithm to produce four instrumental lines. Tt is an automaton piece.
Instrument parts in any key (B clarinets, EP alto sax, etc.) are available from the publisher.

The players should be seated rather far apart and, the audience invited to walk around the players during the performance. The seven essays may be
played with or without a break between them. Any number of players may participate. The top line may be doubled an octave above, the bottom line an

octave below. Any or all of the parts may be sequenced on a computer for synthesizer performance, with or without other performers. Except for the
bass line, not all parts have to be played at all times.

HoG RIVER MUSIC

1800 Albany Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06105-1005
U.S.A.

Tel.: (203) 523-1820 = Fax: (203) 232-5214



SEVEN ESSAYS ON LIBERTY

A collaboration between composer and graphic
artist. James Sellars, the composer, began with
several chords in conventional notation.

These chords led to a grid, which happened to
be nearly symmetrical. (3)

Robert Harberts, the graphic artist, super-
imposed spirals on the grid. (1)

A number chart, with corresponding colors,
was also derived. (2)

The graphic artist extracted portions of the
spirals to make 6 more designs. These 6, plus
the original grid, are the seven visual essays.
(4,5,6,7,8,9)

The composer used the visual essays and the
number chart to write the complete piece...in
traditional notation...based on the original
chords. Shown are the first two pages of the
twenty-one page score.
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Essay Two
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Essay Four
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